
PMEMS Minutes 

October 19, 2018 

Present: Lynn Warnock, Anne Engelhart, Jim Zaremba, Michelle Pelletier, Vicki Donnellan, Joanne Maino, Melanie 
Oldeman, Paula Newton.  

 Not Present: Mary Hart, Lisa Pratt 

 

Celtics Night  

Paula Newton and Sarah O’Leary are coordinating this program. Tickets will be $53 for Celtics vs. Miami Heat 
game on April 1st. Ticket order deadline is February 25; 125 tickets – will sell out. $300 credit from last year can 
be used towards our balance which will be due March 1. We will send an email blast through multiple channels 
at the end of November so people can purchase for holiday gifts. Michelle will receive emails, match to PayPal, 
then forward to Paula to keep attendance spreadsheet. Special events will be assigned by a lottery open to 
middle school students only; last year we had enough for every middle school child to participate in one of the 
special events. Melanie has website pages ready to go and will turn on website promo link this weekend, then 
turn on purchase link November 30 or whenever the email blast goes out. We should be able to get more tickets 
next year, which we could definitely sell. 
 
Gift Card Program  

Great response and signups from 8th grade DC meeting; videos were helpful. A lot of new sign-ups commented 
that they wished they had signed up sooner. Michelle is working with Joanne on email blast for 6th and 7th grade 
families to get them signed up now. Reminder that this program is only for middle school families. 
 

Budget 

$4700 collected for dues so far with some opting to pay higher amounts. Continue to solicit for dues whenever 
we send an email blast announcing events we have done, etc. Lisa working on apparel store – will be ready for 
holiday gifts, should be ready in next couple of weeks. 
 
Principal’s Message 

75% response rate on the directory from sixth grade families; Joanne will send contacts out to sixth grade 
families who participated today and also let other families know that they can still get in on it.  

Enrichment ideas presented to teachers. Loved the Manchester Essex Conservation Trust (MECT) idea in 
particular. Having a list of ideas was very helpful. 6th grade interested in Boda Borg, Saugus Iron Works; they will 
not do Cooking Up Culture because of the high number of food allergies in the class. 7th grade going to Fantastic 
Beasts movie, Canobie Lake, and maybe a class picnic and poetry writing at Robert Frost’s farm (if allowed). 8th 
grade still considering options and will get back soon; not going to A Christmas Carol at North Shore Music 
Theater this year. 

Would like to keep 8th grade volunteer day in place as well. This was a great event. 

Middle School Council will be getting involved in implementing the RULER program (social emotional learning) 
after the holidays. Cyndi Aldrich will speak to them about a health class she has been teaching to the high 
school; might be able to do something similar at the middle school level in conjunction with middle school 



council. Anne has a list of contacts for small group modalities such as music therapy, etc., which we could draw 
on if teachers are interested. 

Halloween Dance on November 2; Vicki is coordinating with Matt Schlegel. 

Teacher Appreciation Lunch was a huge hit, as always, and the staff loved it. 

Teacher Wish Lists  

Vicki sent wish list solicitation to teachers this week; only three responses so far. Joanne will follow up to make 
sure teachers are responsive. Vicki noted that including links to exact items (Amazon, Staples, etc.) is super 
helpful when setting up the SignUp Genius and makes it much easier for parents to purchase items. Deadline for 
teachers to respond is next Wednesday, October 24. Hoping to get the SignUp Genius out prior to Thanksgiving, 
then leave it open throughout the year with periodic reminders throughout the year in the newsletter. Vicki will 
delete items that have been purchased throughout the year. Wish list will be organized by grade and teacher, 
with gift cards as a separate category at the end. 

Enrichment  

Rather than have a chairperson who conceives and coordinates programs, PMEMS will instead fund programs 
that Joanne and the teachers decide they would like to have. 

MECT program would be free but parent volunteers would be needed in order to do a program as MECT does 
not have staff. Could do something at Agassiz Rock (geography) or Coolidge Point (art focus). 

Joanne will get back to us about what programs teachers would like to have for the year. 

Next Meeting 

November 30 instead of November 16. 


